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Reading & Speaking Practice Lesson #24

Story
Coral and Seas
Many governments of island in the Pacific
Ocean are concerned about , fearing

that their islands could disappear as the ocean
rises.
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Your teacher can send you the complete material.

Please ask them to send the complete version of this material before the lesson.

However, the future is . If the rises
too quickly, some coral islands may still be threatened.

such as buildings, roads,

and could be
Most , sources are also likely to
be by
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Because of this, some governments are making plans
to store water, and others are considering taking
people off islands that are in danger.

Vocabulary
1. build up 2. seawalls 3. worryingly
4. fresh-water 5. Saltwater 6. in danger

Questions & sample answers
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Your teacher can send you the complete material.

Please ask them to send the complete version of this material before the lesson.

waves gradually help to build up the island.

3) What do researchers believe about coral islands?
They believe the islands have changed shape and size
many times over thousands of years.

4) What may happen if the sea level rises too quickly?
Some coral islands may be threatened, infrastructure
such as buildings, roads, electrical wires and sea walls
may be destroyed.

Copyright © eTOC-surely work-All Rights Reserved



44

45

46

47

48

49

50

51

oY

60

61

62

63

64

65

This document is for use in eTOC training sessions, use outside of eTOC is strictly prohibited.

5) What is the most worrying threat to coral islands?
Fresh-water sources are likely to be polluted by sea
water.

6) Are you worried about your island disappearing
under water?

| don’t think there is a real threat to the whole island,
but the area | live in often experiences floods already
and these would get worse with higher sea levels.
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Your teacher can send you the complete material.

Please ask them to send the complete version of this material before the lesson.
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ago.
9) Why is the fresh water sources being polluted by
sea water the worst threat?

Because infrastructure can be rebuilt, but if the island
no longer has water that is safe to drink then people
can no longer live there.
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10) What lesson can we learn from this story?

The threats to our environment may be different than
what we might be expecting. Studies need to be done

to find out what our biggest problems are so we can
address them before they grow too large to be handled.
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